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Curzon again left London, this time for San Remo,
where the mandatory principle foreshadowed in the
Covenant of the League of Nations was definitely
confirmed, the mandates for Mesopotamia and
Palestine were entrusted to Great Britain, and the
mandate for Syria to France, In the course of the
negotiations which led to these decisions the pro-
posal that Palestine should be international, which
depended on Russian co-operation, was finally
abandoned, and the French were also induced to
withdraw their claims to the Mosul vilayet, which
was finally included in Mesopotamia under British
mandate,
On the syth April Colonel Wilson telegraphed a
full summary of the report of the Baghdad com-
mittee, and asked leave to make an announcement
on the lines of their recommendations at the earliest
possible moment. Meanwhile agreement had been
reached between the two Secretaries of State as to
the terms of the announcement which they had been
engaged in drafting* It was accordingly tele-
graphed out to Baghdad on the 4th May, but on
the day before it was despatched Colonel Wilson,
having just heard the news of the granting of the
mandate, decided to publish a communique of his
own which merely held out the hope that the
establishment of civil administration would give an
ever-widening field to native energies. The an-
nouncement telegraphed out on the 4th May had
gone much farther than this- It reaffirmed the
intention of His Majesty's Government to promote
the creation in Iraq of a form of civil administration
based upon representative indigenous institutions,
which would prepare the way for the creation of an
independent Arab State of Iraq : and it announced